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REF: STATE 174598 

1. FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF SECTION 14 OF THE OFFICIAL SECRETS 
ACT, 1923 CITED BY IUDGE CHAUDHURI IN HIS RULING (FOR TEXT OF 
RULING SEE CALCUTTA 1617): QUOTE: IN ADDITION AND WITHOUT 
PREJUDICE TO ANY POWERS WHICH A COURT MAY POSSESS TO ORDER 
THE EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC FROM ANY PROCEEDINGS IF, IN 

THE COURSE OF PROCEEDINGS BEFORE A COURT AGAINST ANY 
PERSON FOR AN OFFENSE UNDER THIS ACT OR THE PROCEEDINGS ON 
APEAL, OR IN THE COURSE OF THE TRIAL OF A PERSON UNDER THIS 
ACT, APPLICATION IS MADE BY THE PROSECUTION, ON THE GROUND 
THAT THE PUBLICATION OF ANY EVIDENCE TO BE GIVEN OR OF ANY 
STATEMENT TO BE MADE IN THE COURSE OF THE PROCEEDINGS WOULD 
BE PREJUDICIAL TO THE SAFETY OF THE STATE, THAT ALL OR ANY 
PORTION OF THE PUBLIC SHALL BE EXCLUDED DURING ANY PART 
OF THE HEARING, THE COURT MAY MAKE AN ORDER TO THAT EFFECT, 
BUT THE PASSING OF SENTENCE SHALL IN ANY CASE TAKE PLACE IN 
PUBLIC. END QUOTE. 

2. IN INDIAN USAGE, THE FRAMING OF THE CHARGES IS UNDERSTOOD 
TO BE THE BEGINNING OF THE TRIAL. HOWEVER, IT IS UP TO 

THE PRESIDING JUDGE TO DETERMINE WHEN HE WILL BEGIN TO HEAR 
EVIDENCE AFTER THE FRAMING OF THE CHARGES. THIS MEANS THAT WE 
ARE UNABLE AT THIS TIME TO PREDICT ANY TIME FRAME FOR THE 
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